
 

 
Location 
First floor, Space gallery exhibition 
 

In a nutshell 
See the view of our planet as seen from the International Space 
Station (ISS) 
 

What to do 
The view is set up to give a feel of looking out of the windows of the ISS. The complete video lasts approximately 5 minutes and 
shows the views during the day and night. The information board is useful for information about the relative distances above the 
Earth’s surface of different objects and some of the forces experience by the ISS. 
 

Time Required 
KS1 & KS2 2 minutes per student. 
 

What’s happening? 
The International Space Station circles the Earth at a height of 400 kilometres and travels at 8 metres per second. It's in low Earth 
orbit, not outer space. 
The structure is still affected by the friction of the atmosphere and is slowly being pulled in towards Earth. A regular little bump from 
incoming spacecraft sets it back into orbit. 
 
 

Curriculum links 

KS1/2 Science - Earth and Space (Yr 5) 

 describe the movement of the Earth, and other planets, relative to the Sun in the solar system 
 describe the movement of the Moon relative to the Earth 
 describe the Sun, Earth and Moon as approximately spherical bodies 
 use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and night and the apparent movement of the sun across the 

sky 
Science - Forces (Yr 5) 

 explain that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth because of the force of gravity acting between the Earth 
and the falling object 

 identify the effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction, that act between moving surfaces 
English - Spoken language 

 listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
 ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 
 give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing 

feelings 
English - Reading – comprehension 

 (Yr1) discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 
 (Yr2) discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary 

Mathematics - Number – number and place value 
 (Yr2) read and write numbers to at least 100 in numerals and in words 
 (Yr3) compare and order numbers up to 1000 
 (Yr 4) order and compare numbers beyond 1000 

Mathematics - Measurement 
 (Yr1)  compare, describe and solve practical problems for: lengths and heights [for example, long/short, 

longer/shorter, tall/short, double/half] 
 (Yr4) Convert between different units of measure [for example, kilometre to metre; hour to minute] 
 (Yr 5) convert between different units of metric measure (for example, kilometre and metre; centimetre and 

metre; centimetre and millimetre; gram and kilogram; litre and millilitre) 

 

Relates to: 
 

 

Workshops & Theme Days Shows Trails Other exhibits 

 Destination space (KS1 & KS2) 

 Earth, Sun and Moon (KS1 & KS2) 

 Fantastic Forces (KS2 upper) 

 Pushes and pulls (KS1) 

 Launch it! (KS2) 

 We are Aliens!  

 (Planetarium, All ages) 

 
 Thermal challenge 

 Nothing matters 
 


