
 
 

Location 
First floor, Space gallery exhibition 
 
 

In a nutshell 
The journey to Mars requires astronauts to continue being sent into Low Earth 
Orbit on the ISS and whatever may follow it. Experiments and research at this 
level will help us to understand the effects of space flight on humans so we can 
prepare for longer journeys. 
 
 

What to do 
Visitors walk through the ‘Airlock’ and scan their barcode. They will be able to see themselves on the screen in a simulated 
space walk. The video will be available via the Explore More site. 
 
 

Time Required 
KS1 & KS2 3 minutes per student. 
 
 

What’s happening? 

Any time an astronaut gets out of a vehicle while in space, it is called a spacewalk. Spacewalks are used to repair equipment or 
test new equipment. They may also be used for science experiments placed on the outside of a spacecraft.  
NASA spacesuits provide astronauts with the oxygen they need to breathe, the water they need to drink and protection from the 
harsh environment of space. 
 
 

Curriculum links 

KS1/2 Science - Light 
 (Yr 3) recognise that light from the sun can be dangerous and that there are ways to protect their eyes 

English - Spoken language 

 ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 

 give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing 
feelings 

 use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring 
ideas 

English - Reading – word reading 

 (Yr1) apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words 

  (Yr2) continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words until automatic decoding has 

become embedded and reading is fluent 

  (Yr 3-6) apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology and morphology) as 

listed in English Appendix 1, both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words they meet 
English - Reading – comprehension 

 (Yr1) discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 

 (Yr2) discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary 

 

Relates to:  
 

Workshops & Theme Days Shows Trails Other exhibits 

 Destination space (KS1, KS2) 

 Earth, Sun and Moon (KS1 & KS2) 

 Fantastic Forces (KS2 upper) 

 Pushes and pulls (KS1) 

 Launch it! (KS2) 

 We are Aliens! 

 (Planetarium, All ages) 

 

 

 Thermal challenge 

 View of Earth 

 Nothing matters 
 


