
 
 
Location 
Ground floor, Our World exhibition 
 

In a nutshell 
Travel back in time as you search for clues to the changing land. 
We worked with the University of the West of England to dig out a sediment core from 
the Gordano Valley. By looking closely at the things trapped within the sediment we 
can find out more about what the area must have been like over the last 20,000 years. 
 

What to do 
Using the touch screen watch short videos about how the soil sample is collected and analysed. Using the touch screen and the 
turntable identify what can be seen under the microscope in different samples of soil. 
 

Time Required 
KS1 & KS2 3 minutes per student. 

 
What’s happening? 
Our soil core came from the Gordano valley and holds nearly 20 000 years of local history. 
Soil is a mixture of dead plants and animals, minerals, water and air. Over time these build up in layers as they settle on the ground 
to become part of the Earth. 
The samples contain things that have been preserved for thousands of years. Scientists can study the soil to understand which 
plants and animals lived there and what the environment was like at the time. 
 

Curriculum links 

KS1/2 Science - Rocks 
 (Yr 3) 

recognise that soils are made from rocks and organic matter 
English - Reading – comprehension 

 (Yr1) discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 
 (Yr2) discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary 

Mathematics - Number – number and place value 
 (Yr1) count, read and write numbers to 100 in numerals; count in multiples of twos, fives and tens 
 (Yr1) read and write numbers from 1 to 20 in numerals and words 
  (Yr2) read and write numbers to at least 100 in numerals and in words 
  (Yr3) compare and order numbers up to 1000 
 (Yr3) identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations 
 (Yr3) read and write numbers up to 1000 in numerals and in word 
  (Yr 4) order and compare numbers beyond 1000 
 (Yr 5) read, write, order and compare numbers to at least 1 000 000 and determine the value of each digit 

Geography - Key stage 2 

 physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle 

 

Relates to:  

 

Workshops & Theme Days Shows Trails Other exhibits 

 Fossil finders (EYFS & KS1) 

 Fossils and Evolution (KS2) 

 System Earth day (KS2) 

 Blue Marvel  
(Planetarium, all ages) 

 

 Changing world 

 Ancient ancestors 

 Little Rotters 

 Little Growers 


