
 
 
Location 
Ground floor, Our World exhibition 
 
 

In a nutshell 
Control your own piece of atmosphere 
Try our air cannon to move small areas of the atmosphere and 
our shimmering wall will show you exactly where it's going 
 
 

What to do 
Aim the air cannon at different parts of the shimmering sky exhibit. Hit the back of the cannon to launch a burst of air and watch 
how the exhibit is affected. 
 
 

Time Required 
KS1 & KS2 2 minutes per student 
 
 

What’s happening? 
The air we breathe is made of by products of complex chemical reactions. Oxygen comes from plants; carbon dioxide comes from 
all living things, burning fossil fuels and even volcanoes; and nitrogen is released by bacteria living in the roots of plants like beans 
and peas. 
You move air from the cannon to the mirrors. The air is always moving because the sun heats it up. Small things like pollen and 
dust are carried around the globe in the air. This pollen and dust can circle the Earth in days but if these tiny grains get high in the 
atmosphere they can stay there for years. 
 
 

Curriculum links 

KS1/2 English - Reading – word reading 
 (Yr1) apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words 
 (Yr2) continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words until automatic decoding has 

become embedded and reading is fluent 
English - Reading – comprehension 

 (Yr1) discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 
 (Yr2) discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary 

 
 

Relates to:  
 

Workshops & Theme Days Shows Trails Other exhibits 

 Catching the sun (KS2 upper) 

 System Earth day (KS2) 

 Blue Marvel  
(Planetarium, all ages) 

 

 Changing world 

 Convection 

 Living timeline 

 Water cycle 

 Weather forecast 


