
Location 
Ground floor, All About Us exhibition 
 

In a nutshell 
What does a real human brain look like? 
The human brain may appear simple, but inside all our 
memories, ideas and personality lie in a complex network of 
cells. 
 

What to do 
The brain is displayed so that its position and structure can be observed. Four short videos on the subject of donor bodies in 
science are available via the console next to the exhibit. 

 
Time Required 
KS3 & KS4 4 minutes per student. 
 

What’s happening? 
The human brain is a generous gift given to us by a donor. Our donor gave their permission to use their body in the All About Us 
exhibition to further the understanding, awareness and appreciation of the human body. This consent was given prior to the death 
of the individual. This exhibit allows our visitors to engage in the wonder of the human body, to see ‘real science’ in action through 
the screen presentation and to gain an appreciation of the body donation scheme for medical research purposes.  We have worked 
in close partnership with the Centre for Clinical and Comparative Anatomy at the University of Bristol in the development of this 
exhibit. 

 

Curriculum links 

KS3 Science - Cells and organisation 

 the hierarchical organisation of multicellular organisms: from cells to tissues to organs to systems to organisms 
English - Reading 

 learning new vocabulary, relating it explicitly to known vocabulary and understanding it with the help of context 
and dictionaries 

English - Spoken 

 using  Standard English confidently in a range of formal and informal contexts, including classroom discussion 

KS4 Science - Treating, curing and preventing disease 

 describe the process of discovery and development of potential new medicines, including preclinical and clinical 
testing 

Science - Nervous coordination and control in humans 

 explain how the structure of the nervous system (including CNS, sensory and motor neurones and sensory 
receptors) is adapted to its functions 

 (single) describe the structure and function of the brain 
 (single) explain some of the difficulties of investigating brain function 
 (single) explain some of the limitations in treating damage and disease in the brain and other parts of the 

nervous system 
Psychology - The Brain and Neuropsychology  

 the structure and functions of the brain and how the brain works 
 the basic actions of the brain and the nervous system, what neurons and synapses are, and how they interact 
 an introduction to neuropsychology: how structure and function of the brain relate to cognitions and behaviour; 

an example of the impact, on behaviour, of neurological damage 
English - Spoken 

 listening to and building on the contributions of others, asking questions to clarify and inform, and challenging 
courteously when necessary 

 
Relates to:  
 

Workshops & Theme Days Shows Trails Other exhibits 

 Brain Lab (KS3 & KS4) 

 How my body works (KS3) 

 Boggling Brains  
(KS3 & KS4) 

 

 

 Cell station 

 Ancient ancestors 

 Weigh a brain 

 Visible human 
 


