
 

 
 
Open Source Science pilots 
Summary 
Open City lab is a collaboration between audiences, researchers and We The Curious. 

The Open City Lab partnership challenges what we expect from a visit to a science centre. Our 
developing programme of pilots is changing the current status of public and special interest 
audiences within active research. 

Through our 2018 pilot programme of residencies we have developed the following Open City Lab 
partnership aims: 

• Audiences bring their personal and professional experiences and participate at different levels 
to influence scientific research 

• Resident researchers from different fields will conduct active research, collectively revealing 
the diversity of scientific processes 

• We The Curious will bring expertise in creating shared, welcoming experiences to make 
connections of mutual benefit between audiences and researchers. From spontaneous one-off 
conversations to longer more involved relationships 

We have received an overwhelmingly enthusiastic response from research partners all keen to 
explore the added value of audience influence on their research.  

This year we have hosted over 70 researchers and are developing strategic partnerships with Bristol 
Robotics Lab, the Jean Golding Institute, ALSPAC (Avon Longitudinal Study of Parents and 
Children), Brain Tumour Research Centre, the Psychology Department at the University of Bath, 
SPHERE and The Centre for Ethics in Medicine. 

“Working with We The Curious audiences fed into our creative process, 
driving the direction of our research and stimulating initial plans and ideas 
for future projects” 
Rebecca Pearson, MHINT Research Group, Bristol Medical School, University of Bristol 

We are also working alongside the Public Engagement teams at the Universities of Bristol and 
Bath, and the Research and Business Development team at the University of the West of England 
(UWE) sharing skills and contacts. 

Varying models of audience participation have been explored some with very bespoke interests and 
others taking advantage of We The Curious broad family and schools audiences.   

Research Residencies are opportunities for audiences to meet face to face with researchers where 
we co-design activities that will support audiences to have a positive influence on the researcher 
and their work. This is a summary of learning from our Researcher Residency Pilots: 

Audience Experience 
• Several projects helped to reveal the challenge of delivering research activity (including data 

collection and consent from visitors) whilst also enabling visitor lead conversations   



 

• Contextualising activities alongside data collection allowed for a deeper participation of our 
audiences in the research process 

• When working in partnership with bespoke audiences, participants with lived experience, were 
very keen to share their experiences and have an active role in shaping research and public 
programmes 

• Pilots highlighted the value of giving visitors the opportunity to experiment with authentic 
research equipment 

• There was an appetite from audiences to participate in conversations around a range of topics 
including big data, artificial intelligence, mental health and the role of ethics within research 

• Visitors were excited about having access to live animals in the venue 

Practicalities 
• We have gained expertise in developing supporting documents including ethics 

applications for public participation with research and Data Controller agreements 

Partnerships 
• The influence of our audiences on research direction was very obvious in several of our 

partnership programmes, as was the researchers’ openness to being influenced in this way 
which was very exciting for us 

• We are keen to collect clear evidence of how community participants are influencing research 
• We The Curious delivery team ‘Live Science Team’ are keen to share more time with researchers 

before delivering the event to maximise skill sharing 
• Pilots highlighted the need for us to have a deep understanding of our partner’s research and 

aspirations in order to enable audience participation in the research 
• Longer programmes require a sustained commitment from researchers to trouble shoot or 

update activity 

Next Steps  
Our Open City Lab facility will launch as part of the new development of We The Curious in 2020.  
Our next step is to co-develop two additional programmes for launch: 

Curiosity Toolkits: programming and activities which bring current practical and conceptual 
research skills to a range of audiences, in a way which highlights the context of how to use these 
skills in current research 

Research Boxes: developing opportunities for audiences to have influence over current research 
through programming co-developed with audience and research partners and delivered by We The 
Curious facilitators  

Open City Lab Project Team  
Helen.DellaNave@wethecurious.org Open Source Science Manager 
Maca.Gomez-Gutierrez@wethecurious.org Open City Lab Officer 
Hannah.Berg@wethecurious.org Citizen Science Officer 

mailto:Helen.DellaNave@wethecurious.org
mailto:Maca.Gomez-Gutierrez@wethecurious.org
mailto:Hannah.Berg@wethecurious.org


1 http://www.urbanknights.org/ 

Urban Knights 
Live Lab: 5th October 2017 | Question Cage: 8th October 2017 

 

 

 

 

 
Teresa Dillon from the School of Art and Design at the University of the West of England (UWE) 
partnered with us for our first Open City Lab pilot. The aim of this pilot, part of a wider international 
project Urban Knights1, was to carry out a public consultation around the topics of urban 
governance and city living. 

During the first of our We The Curious launch events, Graphic Design students from UWE 
undertook a design sprint with adult audiences to create a card game that was then played by 
family audiences during the family launch event on Sunday 8th October. Families explored city 
living and community perspectives of the future of our cities through the game.  

“It's a good game for thinking about community and careers.” 
Visitor to We The Curious launch event 

Learning 
These first early pilots with partners and external facilitators built on previous collaborator 
experience and helped us to: 
• Develop an understanding of the level of investment needed to create common aspirations and 

activities which recognise both research and audience needs 
• Recognise the need for us to have a deep understanding of our partner’s research and 

aspirations in order to ensure audience participation in the research process  
• Understand the commitment needed from both partners to challenge and develop each other’s 

aspirations for public participation in research  
• Recognise the need for a cross organisational collaborator agreement which reflects the 

developing nature of partnership working across We The Curious  

Contributors 
Thirty UWE Design students 

 

Partner: Teresa Dillon (School of Art and 
Design, UWE) 
Audience: adult groups (5th October) and 
family groups (8th October) 
No. visitors to We The Curious launch 
events: 1,900 



 

Poo, Bacteria, Antibiotics & Other Stories 
Live Lab: 13th to 19th November 2017 

 
To celebrate World Antibiotic Awareness Week (WAAW), we worked with partners to develop a 
programme of activities that aimed to raise awareness of antibiotic resistance as well as build 
relationships with a variety of partners. 

Throughout the week researchers from a diversity of disciplines shared their antimicrobial 
resistance research stories using objects as a contextualising tool. An activity developed by Public 
Health England’s e-Bug team on the effect of antibiotics on the gut microbiota was also piloted. 

“I found the objects really helpful as an engagement tool” 
Fernando Sanchez-Vizcaino, School of Veterinary Sciences, the University of Bristol 

“I found feedback of visitors on understanding and attitudes to health and 
medicine useful” 
Georgina Taylor, PhD Researcher, University of Bristol 

“It was great fun to see what you guys do. I was quite surprised to see how 
little the kids knew about antibiotics. A lot of misconceptions still out 
there, so your work is super important.” 
Lisa Buddrus, PhD Researcher, University of Bristol 

Learning 
• There was an initial plan to trial a public consultation on Bristol City Council’s Healthy School 

Badge that would allow visitors to influence local practice and policy. The decision not to move 
forward with this activity helped to emphasise the need for buy in from all partners to realise 
our aspiration to provide opportunities for audiences to influence research and policy 

• This event helped us recognise the need for a collaborator agreement that establishes from the 
beginning roles, expectations and resource, particularly when working collaboratively with 
multiple partners 

Contributors 
Carla Brown, Catherine Hayes and Rowshonara Syeda from e-Bug Project; Thara Raj and Sophie 
Prosser from Bristol City Council; Chaamala Klinger, Penelope Edwards and Jonathan Plumb from 
Public Health England; Gayathri Nayar from North Bristol NHS Trust; Lisa Morgans, Henry 
Stennett, Gwen Rees, Emma Wright, Georgina Taylor, Fernando Sanchez-Vizcaino and Lisa 
Buddrus from the University of Bristol 

Partners: Public Health England, 
Antibiotic Guardian, e-Bug Project and 
Bristol City Council 
Audience: school and family groups 
No. sustained interactions: 491 
No. visitors to We The Curious: 3,098 



 

My Objects & Me 
Live Lab: 10th and 11th February 2018 

 

 

This pilot built on previous partnership work by offering a programme of contextualising activities 
that introduced audiences to Nathalia and James’ research project while providing an opportunity 
for data collection from 10-17 years old. The activities invited visitors to reflect on their relationship 
with objects and provided opportunities for broader conversation with resident researchers. 

“We are interested in exploring how children feel about the things that 
they own so that, in the future, we can create better tools to identify young 
people at risk of hoarding tendencies. At We The Curious we asked children 
and their parents to fill in questionnaires and talked to them about their 
experiences.” 
Nathalia Gjersoe, Department of Psychology, University of Bath 

Learning  
• This pilot highlighted the value of long term relationships 
• Contextualising activities alongside data collection allowed for a deeper participation of our 

audiences in the research process 
• Data collection of pairs of parents and children through questionnaires worked extremely well 

for our research partners and could be implemented in future studies 
• We were excited to see the influence that audiences could have on researchers’ thinking and 

research direction 

Next steps 
• Development of a strategic partnership with the Dept. Psychology at the University of Bath 
• We The Curious is currently written as a partner in a research funding bid for Nathalia’s next 

research project on robot anthropomorphization. Pilot activity on that project will start during 
Spring 2019 

• Nathalia will support the development of a practical guide for researchers to identify ethical 
considerations specific to working with We The Curious and our varied audiences 

Contributors 
Holly Ross and Natalie Heath Vaquerin from the Psychology Undergraduate course at the 
Universities of Bath and Bristol, respectively; Nathalia Gjersoe and James Gregory from the 
Department of Psychology at the University of Bath. 
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Partner: Nathalia Gjersoe and James 
Gregory (Department of Psychology, 
University of Bath) 
Audience: family groups 
No. sustained interactions: 349 
No. visitors to We The Curious: 2,801 



 

The Parent Project part 1 
Live Lab: 18th February 2018 | Studio: 23rd February 2018 

 

 

 

 
This pilot consulted visitors about research equipment, experimental design and what language 
they thought should be used to refer to mental health issues surrounding parenthood. 

These events were the first pilot developed and delivered in collaboration with MHINT a research 
group dedicated to studying the intergenerational transmission of mental health based at the 
University of Bristol. Activities included recording the surrounding environment by wearing a head 
camera and undertaking a computer task that aimed at testing if we can learn how to soothe a 
crying baby. 

Additional partner organisations included Mothers for Mothers, Bluebells and Rockabye Groups. 

“I had an idea from outside my normal area of work but I saw how it could 
be realised when we did our work at We The Curious. I now have 
successfully secured funding to move this idea forward.” 
Rebecca Pearson, MHINT Research Group, University of Bristol 

Learning 
• Through this partnership the influence of our audiences on research direction was very obvious, 

as was the researchers’ openness to being influenced in this way which was very exciting for us 
• We The Curious delivery team ‘Live Science Team’ are keen to share more time with researchers 

before delivering the event to maximise skill sharing 

Next steps 
• The success of this pilot has also prompted a strategic partnership between We The Curious 

and ALSPAC also known as the Children of the 90s study 
• Since this event a second pilot stemming from learning from this first one was delivered in 

August 2018 

Contributors 
Rebecca Pearson, Iryna Culpin and Miguel Cordero Vega from the MHINT Research Group at the 
University of Bristol 

A longer version of this report is also available.

Partner: Rebecca Pearson (MHINT 
Research Group, Bristol Medical School, 
University of Bristol) 
Audience: family groups (18th February) 
and family groups with toddlers (23rd 
February)  
No. sustained interactions: 200 
No. visitors to We The Curious: 1,644 
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After Hours: Sound 
Live Lab: 15th March 2018 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Philippe contributed an activity that invited visitors to experiment with specialised equipment 
considering that public participation in research can be more challenging in areas such as physics. 
We also aimed to trial compatibility of research with programming themes by inviting a research 
partner to be part of one of our flagship events. 

Throughout the evening, Philippe introduced visitors to his research into sound and the diverse 
array of projects he contributes to. Likewise, he shared his incredible stories about expeditions at 
sea and into polar environments. Visitors were highly engaged with the research-grade hydrophone 
Philippe had brought in experimenting with different ways of making underwater sounds.  

“I enjoyed the wide variety of visitors, from all ages and all walks of life. I 
remember a young couple who were discovering sound and how it could 
be used around the world to address topical problems.” 
Philippe Blondel, Department of Physics, University of Bath 

Learning 
• These experiences highlighted the value of giving visitors the opportunity to experiment with 

authentic research equipment 
• Working collaboratively with external research partners may pose challenges regarding the 

compatibility of their research topic with the programming themes. This was an excellent 
opportunity to incorporate our Open Source Science activity within the broader programming 
theme 

Next steps 
• We aim to develop a Curiosity Toolkit in partnership with Philippe in 2019 

"The activities we are planning together are essential to show the bigger 
public two types of science generally hidden from them: what happens in 
the oceans (hidden because it is underwater) and what happens in polar 
environments (hidden because they are far away and difficult, and 
dangerous, to access). The experiments designed will hopefully also lead to 
refined designs of our laboratory experiments for this type of research." 
Philippe Blondel, Department of Physics, University of Bath 

Partner: Philippe Blondel (Department of 
Physics, University of Bath) 
Audience: adult groups 
No. sustained interactions: 100 
No. visitors to We The Curious: 261 
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City Nature Challenge 
Foyer: 27th to 30th April 2018 

 

 

 

We The Curious hosted The Natural History Consortium (NHC) basecamp for the City Nature 
Challenge, an international citizen science competition where cities around the world compete to 
make the most observations of nature, find the most species and engage the most people. 

This collaboration aimed to support and promote a local partner’s activity that aligns with We The 
Curious Open Source Science pledge as well as trial a project where the citizenship element is 
designed and lead by partners with no input from within We The Curious. 

The basecamp was hosted in the foyer to allow free access to the event. All data collected by 
citizen scientists contributed to a dataset to be made available and used for biodiversity research 
studies. Alongside it our delivery team ‘Live Science Team’ facilitated an activity where visitors 
could explore the microscopic world of pond water, this activity aimed to engage visitors with the 
competition and link it up to We The Curious programme.  

A blogpost summarising the outcomes from the four-day competition can be accessed at 
https://www.bnhc.org.uk/bristol-bath-best-europe-first-global-city-nature-challenge/  

Learning 
• The position in the foyer was not as visible as desired perhaps hindering people’s engagement 

with the competition 
• Although free to access for everyone, only people already coming to visit We The Curious 

engaged with the pond water activity delivered by our Live Science Team (30 people in total 
over four days) 

• The setup worked very well as an HQ base for NHC’s highly engaged participants and 
volunteers rather than as a broader public engagement space. This may have been a 
combination of the poor weather and corresponding low footfall through Anchor Square 

Next steps 
• To trial an Open City Lab programme to be delivered in Live Lab that incorporates existing 

Citizen Science projects within a broader programme of activities 
• We the curious and The Natural History Consortium share complementary aspirations and 

agreed to keep in contact about future opportunities that arise 

 

Partner: Savita Willmott and Matt 
Postles (The Natural History Consortium) 
Audience: family groups 
No. visitors to We The Curious: 2,544 
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Brain Tumour Steering Group 
Learning Room: 2nd June 2018 

 

 

 

 
Building on a long-term partnership between the Brain Tumour Research Centre at the University 
of Bristol and We The Curious, this event established a steering group of community participants 
and brain tumour researchers with the aim of influencing the Centre’s future research agenda and 
We The Curious public programmes. 

During the facilitated session participants- five researchers and ten community members- were 
supported to share their lived and professional experience with brain tumours. This represents one 
of the most significant opportunities so far in our pilot programme for our community partners to 
have a direct influence on research.  

“I am hoping to meet people with similar experiences, seeing what 
research is being done and contributing to it” 
Community participant 

“I am interested in getting new priorities for research” 
Kathreena Kurian, Head of the Brain Tumour Research Centre, University of Bristol 

Learning 
• Participants with lived experience of brain tumours were very keen to share their experiences 

and have an active role in shaping research and public programmes 
• There was a strong interest in raising awareness on the topic of invisible disabilities in relation 

to brain tumours diagnosis and treatment 
• We are keen to collect clear evidence of how community participants are influencing research 

Next steps 
• A second and third meetings of the Steering Group have been scheduled 
• We are currently working on a funding proposal to fund an invisible disabilities and/or tissue 

donation public programme to be delivered in Open City Lab in 2020 

Contributors 
Kathreena Kurian, Amy Howell and Jamie Robinson from the Brain Tumour Research Centre at the 
University of Bristol; Alexandra McAleenan from Bristol Medical School at the University of Bristol 
and Allison Finnie from North Bristol NHS Trust 

Partner: Kathreena Kurian (Brain Tumour 
Research Centre, University of Bristol) 
Audience: family groups and individuals 
affected by brain tumours 
No. participants: 15 



 

Young People Do Research  
Live Lab: 13th and 14th July 2018 

 

 

 

 

 
This pilot provided a platform for Young Researchers from Cotham School to share their role in 
academic research through the co-development and co-delivery of a programme of activities. 

This was the first time that one of the research projects offered by IRIS included a public 
engagement element. We partnered with the young researchers to co-develop a programme of 
activities that contextualised their genetics research project. Over two days schools and family 
audiences to We The Curious had the opportunity to meet and chat to these young researchers and 
take part in the activities facilitated by them and our delivery team ‘Live Science Team’. 

“It was so thrilling to see these young adults have conversations about 
science with people of all ages. The public engagement session had 
prepared the students very well for this experience and the sense of 
enthusiasm and confidence about the students’ capacity to explain their 
research in a clear and interesting way was lovely to see.” 
Lizzie Rushton, Head of Evidence and Evaluation, IRIS 

Learning 
• Working in partnership with IRIS enabled us to access student-lead research 
• By providing a platform to these young researchers they demonstrated the powerful role that 

young people can have in public engagement 

Next Steps  
• We have been awarded funding by the 1851 Royal Commission to work with IRIS on a two-year 

project that will enable young researchers from a broader range of local schools to share their 
work with We The Curious audiences in the future. This project will start in March 2019  

Contributors 
Fourteen Young Researchers and Tom Slane from Cotham School; Lucy MacCarthy-Morrogh and 
Frankie Ellwood from the School of Biochemistry at the University of Bristol; and Lizzie Rushton 
from IRIS 

A longer version of this report is also available. IRIS produced a video documenting the event at We 
The Curious, it can be accessed here https://youtu.be/VE_zah1mDzk  

Partners: Institute for Research in 
Schools (IRIS) and Cotham School 
Audience: school and family groups 
No. sustained interactions: 350 
No. visitors to We The Curious: 1,358 
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After Hours: What If I Could Change the World? 
Live Lab: 26th July 2018 

 
 

 

 

 
We hosted an activity in collaboration with doctoral researchers from Bristol Robotics Lab (BRL) 
that aimed at consulting adult audiences on their perception of robotics and artificial intelligence. 
The activity was part of a broader initiative aiming at consulting as many people as possible across 
Bristol with the ultimate goal of informing future research and public engagement activity in this 
area of research. 

Throughout the evening, visitors had the opportunity to meet and chat with robotics researchers 
from BRL and see some of the robots used in their research such as the Kilobots pictured above. 
The public consultation was carried out through questionnaires that collected visitors’ views on 
applications and opportunities as well as their concerns about the topic. 

“I was surprised by how many people filled in the questionnaire which 
could imply that people really want to give their opinion about robots and 
that more public engagement activities / open floor discussions about this 
topic should be carried out.” 
Kirsty Aquilina, FARSCOPE doctoral researcher, Bristol Robotics Lab 

Learning 
• There was an appetite from audiences to participate in conversations around the topic of 

Artificial Intelligence and Robotics 
• A total of 62 questionnaires were collected during the three-and-a-half-hour evening event – 

20% of the total collected across Bristol during the seven-week long consultation activity 

Next steps 
• We are currently exploring the possibility of a long-term collaboration with the senior 

management at the EPSRC Centre for Doctoral Training in Future Autonomous and Robotic 
Systems – FARSCOPE 

Contributors 
Kirsty Aquilina, Chongjing Cao, Daniel Carrillo-Zapata, Krishna Digumarti, Chanelle Lee and Katie 
Winkle, doctoral researchers from the EPSRC Centre for Doctoral Training in Future Autonomous 
and Robotic Systems – FARSCOPE 

Partner: FARSCOPE CDT (Bristol 
Robotics Lab) 
Audience: adult groups 
No. sustained interactions: 150 
No. visitors to We The Curious: 399 



 

The Parent Project part 2  
Studio and Live Lab: 12th August 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

This was the second pilot we delivered in partnership with MHINT also involving an additional 
partner Andy Radford, Professor of Behavioural Ecology at the University of Bristol. It is part of an 
ongoing collaboration between the MHINT research group at the University of Bristol and We The 
Curious. 

“I had an idea from outside my normal area of work but I saw how it could 
be realised when we did our work at We The Curious. I now have 
successfully secured funding to move this idea forward.” 
Rebecca Pearson, MHINT Research Group, University of Bristol 

Stemming from observations made by MHINT researchers during the February 2018 pilot, this 
event aimed to test the protocol developed to observe and record behaviour of groups of parents 
and toddlers by inviting a group to a play session in the Studio as well as consult family audiences 
about the acceptability of different interventions in a group play scenario. 

Learning 
• The group experiment conducted in the Studio and opinions shared by We The Curious 

audiences greatly contributed to the finalised version of the experimental protocol which will 
be implemented in MHINT’s upcoming group studies 

“This collection of opinions underlined the importance of public 
involvement in the design of a study, as well as the relevance of 
considering many different perspectives to have a broader picture of the 
perceived reality. What is unfair for a parent is sometimes fair for a child 
and vice versa” 
Ilaria Costantini, MHINT Research group, University of Bristol 

“Children were the biggest informants” 
Rebecca Pearson, MHINT Research Group, University of Bristol 

Contributors 
Rebecca Pearson, Ilaria Costantini and Iona Haines from MHINT Research Group at the University 
of Bristol; Andy Radford, Professor of Behavioural Ecology at the University of Bristol 

Partners: Rebecca Pearson (MHINT 
Research Group, Bristol Medical School, 
University of Bristol) and Andy Radford 
(School of Biological Sciences, University 
of Bristol) 
Audience: parents with toddlers and 
family groups 
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2 https://bristolbonebiologists.wordpress.com/ 

Fish in Space 
Live Lab: 20th to 27th August 2018 

 

 
 

 
In this week-long pilot, visitors to We The Curious had the unique opportunity to have a direct 
impact on the osteoarthritis research project undertaken by our partner team Bristol Bone 
Biologists2 from the University of Bristol’s Hammond Lab by voting for research on either heart, 
muscle, immune system or animal behaviour. Voting was influenced by conversations with resident 
researchers and our delivery team ‘Live Science Team’ as well as activities that invited visitors to 
consider how the human body would behave if it were in space. Experiments in the favoured topic 
were carried out at the European Space Agency in the Netherlands in September 2018 as part of 
the Spin Your Thesis campaign. 

This pilot also aimed to open up the conversation about the use of animals in research by having 
live zebrafish in venue which allowed us to engage in conversation with audiences about the ethics 
of it and for our research partners to publicly speak about the use of animals for research purposes. 

“The women from Bristol Bone Biologists were so interesting to talk to. It 
is great to have doctoral students talking to the public about publicly 
funded research. It’s also really valuable for children to learn that science is 
about curiosity and that women as well as men are driving our knowledge 
forward – hopefully this will help close the science/tech gender gap!” 
Visitor to We The Curious 

Learning  
• The activities successfully engaged a broad range of ages 
• Visitors were really excited about having access to live zebrafish in the venue 
• Voting made the impact of visitors to the research project tangible 

Next Steps 
• This project is part of an ongoing and longer-term collaboration, future proposed projects 

include a citizen science programme to be delivered in partnership with schools 

Contributors 
Chrissy Hammond, Elizabeth Lawrence, Jessye Aggleton, Joanna Moss and Lucy McGowan from 
the Hammond Lab at the University of Bristol. 

A longer version of this report is also available. 

Partner: Chrissy Hammond (School of 
Physiology, Pharmacology and 
Neuroscience, University of Bristol) 
Audience: family groups 
No. sustained interactions: 2,000 
No. votes: 1,665 
No. visitors to We The Curious: 11,743 



 

Curiosity Club 
Live Lab and Test Lab: 24th September to 3rd December 2018 

 

 

 

 
Curiosity Club is a social group who explore new ideas together. 

An 11-week project delivered in partnership with WECIL (the West of England Centre for Inclusive 
Living) aiming to support participants to discover how experiments develop from questions and 
how science works, and to create a piece of programming which could be advertised externally, run 
multiple times and reach an audience of at least 250 people. 

After exploring various themes that came up from curious questions that We The Curious’ previous 
visitors have asked around the theme of ‘Future’, the Club selected the question Would the robot 
be able to socialise with me i.e. quiz night? and worked together to create an activity that 
explored this. 

The final activity asks visitors to imagine a social robot and describe what would happen under 
different scenarios e.g. going to the doctor as well as how their relationship with the robot might 
change people’s views on human robot interactions. The activity will be piloted during upcoming 
We The Curious programming.  

“I was surprised by how the sessions gripped me when they were covering 
subjects I thought I knew nothing about. I enjoyed being part of a team.” 
Curiosity Club Member  

Learning  
• Developing a new way of working with a community group leading on direction and supported 

by We The Curious 
• Establishing a strategic partnership with a We The Curious target audience group 

Next Steps 
• Identifying possible activities to incorporate in the Curiosity Toolkit strand of Open City Lab 

programme 
• Launching a new season of Curiosity Club in partnership with WECIL in Spring 2019  
• Further partnership work with a bespoke audience which supports work with SPHERE 

participants and Brain Steering Group families 

 

Partner: West of England Centre for 
Inclusive Living (WECIL) 
Frequency: 1½ hours per week for 11 
weeks 
No. participants: average of six per 
session 



 

High-Tech House 
Kitchen: 26th July 2018 to 30th November 2018 

Participants play an integral role in research 
studies, particularly in Digital Health research. 
The SPHERE project has installed health 
sensors in Bristolian homes to help trial this 
technology. Through the WTC-SPHERE 
partnership, the High-Tech House was 
created. The house had the health sensors 
installed and aimed to simulate this unique 
environment of people’s homes also acting as 
research environments for data collection.  

Through a series of different activities facilitated by our delivery team 5,000 visitors had the 
opportunity to interact with the health sensors, experience what it felt like to be a participant and 
contribute their thoughts around the ethics of this technology. Further to this, visitors were also 
given the opportunity to contribute to the research; consenting visitors performed daily actions 
that were captured as silhouette data used by SPHERE researchers to refine research tools. 

“This is a great opportunity to show the public what science is really like, to 
change their perceptions and inspire them” 
Ian Craddock, Lead on Digital Health, University of Bristol 

Learning 
• Completed an ethics application for the project, and gained expertise in this process that we 

can bring to future projects 
• There was an appetite from audiences to participate in conversations around the topics of big 

data, artificial intelligence within the home and the role of ethics within research 
• This activity revealed the challenge of delivering research activity including data collection and 

consent from visitors whilst also enabling visitor lead conversations.   
• This is pilot is the first trial of a new programme of activity for Open City Lab which will enable 

our research partnerships to reach more visitors. 
• Through creation of a Data Controller agreement (which clarifies each partners 

responsibilities) we now have expertise to support future partnerships. 
• The long-standing nature of the project (4 months) required a sustained relationship and 

contact with the researchers who often had to come and fix/trouble shoot the technology. 

Next steps 
• Data collected through this project is being used to inform a research paper that discusses the 

ethics of the consenting process within SPHERE  
• The relationship with SPHERE and We The Curious has been extended for 2 more years, 

focusing on engagement with more diverse audiences across Bristol 

Contributors 
Prof Ian Craddock, Mike Holmes, Emma Tonkin, Alessandro Masullo, Miquel Perello Nieto, Roisin 
McNaney, Dannie Hale, Lorriane McManus, Paddy Uglow, Russell Knight, David Bailey, Atis Elsts, 
Hao Song, Kacper Sokol, Antonis Vafeas and Mari-Rose Kennedy 

A longer version of this report is also available. 
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3 https://www.zooniverse.org/ 

Citizen Science 
Live Lab: 23rd July 2018 to 9th December 2018 

 
The Citizen Science programme aimed to bring authentic research into We The Curious Live Lab 
that does not require a researcher’s presence to be delivered. Through a programme built from 
existing citizen science projects We The Curious visitors had the opportunity to contribute data to 
ongoing research projects while engaging in various activities that contextualised those projects. 

The programme delivered by our delivery team ‘Live Science Team’ was developed around two 
citizen science projects publicly available on the Zooniverse3 platform: Science Gossip, a project 
looking at the history of citizen science in the Victorian period, and Project Plumage, an 
evolutionary biology project studying the evolution of bird colouration. Contextualising activities 
included providing visitors with a range of natural history artefacts e.g. plants, fossils, meteorites 
etc. and encouraging them to describe these artefacts as if it was the first time they saw them as 
well as activities that invited visitors to explore what makes a bird a bird and why might birds have 
so many colours.  

Learning 
• Members of We The Curious delivery team were involved in the development of the 

contextualising activities allowing us to pilot different staff roles for the future Open City Lab 
space 

• When facilitating the activities, there needs to be more emphasis from the delivery team on 
visitors attempting to complete the research task – a total of 233 classifications were made by 
visitors over 19 weeks with an estimated 143 for Science Gossip and 90 for Project Plumage 

• Although there were some challenges attached to working with remotely located partners and 
already designed projects, there was an appetite for citizen science 

• In the future, we would look into collaborating in similar projects with local research groups to 
allow for more direct input into the design, development and delivery of the programme of 
activities 

Next steps 
• Design and develop citizen science projects in partnership with researchers from local 

universities and local community groups 

Partners: Gavin Thomas (Department of 
Animal and Plant sciences, University of 
Sheffield) and Sally Shuttleworth 
(Faculty of English, Language and 
Literature, University of Oxford) 
Audience: school and family groups 
No. sustained interactions: 8,023 
No. visitors to We The Curious: 96,712 
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