
 
 

Location 
Ground floor, Our World exhibition 
 

In a nutshell 
Our World is 4.4 billion years old; our timeline shows some of the highlights 
and how over the last 4 billion years the same material has been moving 
through air, water, rock and life. 
 

What to do 
Different interactive creatures are projected onto the exhibit; try to interact with them to see how they respond to you. Each 
creature represents a different period of the Earth’s history. Around the outside of the exhibit is a timeline giving highlights of the 
last 4 billion years. 
 

Time Required 
KS1 & KS2 3 minutes per student. 
 

What’s happening? 
4000 million years ago our solar system became a bit quieter and the young Earth was no longer bombarded with meteors. The 
relative peace allowed water to form early seas and an atmosphere to begin forming. It was at this moment that the Earth closed to 
new materials. Bar a few meteorites, nothing else would be created or delivered. It was these conditions that set the stage for life. 
We do know that now we have life-forms who recycle the dead and make sure that all the materials locked in a body are released 
and available. As the surface solidified, it formed plates that roamed slowly in different directions creating volcanoes, earthquakes 
and allowing rock to slowly transform and cycle. 
The water in the young seas moved into the atmosphere and then returned to the surface where it might end up in a glacier, a lake 
or in a life-form. The air we now breathe has seen many changes over time with oxygen and carbon dioxide levels rising and falling, 
linked in to the oceans, volcanoes and life. 
 
 

Curriculum links 

KS1/2 Science - Living things and their habitat 
 (Yr 4) recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose dangers to living things 

Science - Evolution and inheritance (Yr 6) 

 recognise that living things have changed over time and that fossils provide information about living things that 
inhabited the Earth millions of years ago 

 identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in different ways and that adaptation may 
lead to evolution 

English - Reading – comprehension 
 (Yr1) discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 
 (Yr2) discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary 

Mathematics - Number – number and place value 
 (Yr1) count, read and write numbers to 100 in numerals; count in multiples of twos, fives and tens 
 (Yr2) read and write numbers to at least 100 in numerals and in words 
 (Yr3) compare and order numbers up to 1000 

History - Key stage 1 

 events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally 
Geography - Key stage 2 

 physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle 

 
Relates to:  
 

Workshops & Theme Days Shows Trails Other exhibits 

 Fossils and evolution (KS2) 

 Fossil finders (EYFS & KS1) 

 Go Explore (EYFS & KS1) 

 System Earth day (KS2) 

 Blue Marvel  
(Planetarium, all ages) 

 

 Soil core 

 Changing world 

 Ancient ancestors 


