
1

we the curious
Impact Report

17/ 
18



2 3

6

32

8

38

10

282216

42

What’s inside

Welcome

Diverse 
Participation

Build 
Resilience

We The Curious 
Table

Open-Source 
Science

Thanks

Cultivating 
Curiosity
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Future Plans

In 2017/18 we worked closely with Bristol’s most 
inspiring community groups, tireless volunteers, 
cutting-edge researchers, and generous supporters 
to bring our manifesto pledges to life.  In this 
Impact Report we share their stories of change.  
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We The Curious 
is a paradise 
for inquisitive 
children 
(including those 
of 60+ years)

– Helen, Tripadvisor
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Welcome to We The Curious’ first 
Impact Report.  
It’s been an incredible first year! 

In 2015 we began consulting with people 
across Bristol – including many who have 
never visited us before - to find out how 
we can best meet local people’s needs. 
The message came back loud and clear 
- to be for everyone, be collaborative, 
take a stance and to change our name to 
reflect that – so we did.

Our city has a rich history of invention 
and a spirit of innovation. When Sir 
Richard Gregory opened The Exploratory 
in Bristol in 1987 it was the first venue of 
its kind in the UK. Its vision was to ‘melt 
the snow dividing the two cultures - Art 
and Science - with a confidence-building 
public space. Our new direction is based 
on this vision and our recent consultation.

We believe that by sparking and 
sustaining people’s curiosity we can 
unlock the potential in people and our 
planet. The ‘we’ in our name is you, me, 
and everyone.

We believe that science transforms 
lives. We believe that a society of 
curious, connected people will make 
for a more resilient and compassionate 
society. And we believe in the power of 
asking ‘What If…’?

Thank you so much for your support 
along this journey of change - exciting 
times ahead!

Donna Speed
Chief Operating Officer,  
We The Curious

We believe 
that science 
transforms lives. 
We believe that a 
society of curious, 
connected people 
will make for a 
more resilient and 
compassionate 
society.

Image credit: Paul Blakemore



How we behave

Our Values Creative
Inquisitive
Collaborative
Progressive
Playful

What if we build a culture  
of curiosity?

The pledges we are 
committed to in order to 
achieve our purpose

What we do

98

Cultivate Curiosity
Enable Diverse Participation
Strive for Sustainable Futures
Build Resilience
Open Up Science

The Big Question that 
serves our purpose

Why we exist
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MANIFESTO PLEDGE ONE :  
Cultivating 
Curiosity
Curiosity is at the core of what it is to be human. It 
emotionally connects us to other people, and it opens 
new ideas and life enhancing, empowering experiences. 

10
Image credit: Paul Blakemore
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Our curious researchers

As part of an active research project 
with academics in the UK and the US, we 
started working more deeply with young 
people to find out why access to informal 
science learning is so deeply unequal, 
and to co-develop ways of overcoming 
this. We launched a youth panel made 
up of 11-year olds from Bridge Learning 
Campus. These inspiring students have 
been using their creative research skills to 
help us to explore and shortlist questions 
to the final exhibit questions and to 
develop and prototype the exhibit ideas.

Their Head of Science fed back: “Our 
children come from quite complex 
backgrounds and it’s been interesting 
to find out how their engagement with 
science has evolved over time with this 
opportunity. For example, they are now 
less afraid of having all the answers 
and more intent on questioning and 
investigating. Test scores have improved, 
and they are doing lots of additional work 
at home - and enjoying it.” 

Ten thousand questions

From community halls to parks, pubs, and 
schools we’ve been making connections 
across the city collecting thousands of 
questions to turn into our new exhibition 
‘Project What If’, opening in 2020.

The 10,000 - and counting - questions 
you’ve sent in have been categorised and 
shortlisted with the help of our Curious 
Researchers (see below), West of England 
Centre for Inclusive Living (WECIL – a 
peer-run disability charity), Rife magazine 
and Creative Youth Network. 

11-year-old Daahir asked “Who was the 
first person to see sand?” His question 
was selected as one of the seven which 
will form the inspiration for the Project 
What If exhibits. We invited him along 
with his family to help us concept and 
design exhibits around his question, 
from Somalian mythology to local 
construction. He told us: “I feel valued. 
I used to think that I wasn’t good at 
science, but now I feel more confident.” 

I feel valued. 
I used to think 
that I wasn’t good 
at science, but 
now I feel more 
confident.
Daahir,
one of our Question Askers

Image credit: Dan Watkiss
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Arts space launched

Running through the curiosity pledge is our 
commitment to offering a multidisciplinary 
experience, blending science with the arts, 
philosophy, the humanities, etc to break 
science out of its silo and speak to visitors 
on different levels. 

This year we launched a new arts/science 
space, called ‘The Box’, and were delighted 
to host Luke Jerram’s Glass MicroBiology 
exhibition here. Judging by the 2556 
‘letters to Luke’ left in the Box, it had a 
huge emotional impact on our visitors.

I am a nurse 
and I see the 
effects of these 
viruses. When I 
look at them I can 
see the people 
I’ve cared for with 
them as if they are 
in the room. Really 
moved me.
Tesha, Twitter feedback

Image credit: Simon Galloway
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MANIFESTO PLEDGE TWO :  
Enable 
Diverse 
Participation
Science belongs to everyone. To solve global crises - 
from the climate emergency to a cure for cancer – and 
shape our future for the better we need to bring new 
minds and fresh perspectives to the table. We want 
our space to be a place where all are welcome and can 
shape what We The Curious is and does. 

Image credit: Lisa Whiting
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Building parents’ confidence 

We have been running supported family 
visits this year, working closely with 
local parents to build their confidence 
in supporting their children’s learning at 
home. We worked closely with Hannah 
More Primary School in Easton who sent 
their pupils and parents. 

“There are many reasons that some 
families we work with would not visit 
independently – language barriers; 
confidence; worries about what We The 
Curious is all about. Bringing a group of 
families has meant we can help people 
overcome these barriers.

Families love feeling that they are special 
guests and are super-proud of their free 
membership cards. One parent has come 
back and visited eight times – once with 
each of her children!” 

Ruth Cochrane,  
Hannah More Primary School

 

A group from disability charity WECIL 
formed our new Curiosity Club, exploring 
how to turn questions that they are 
interested in into an experiment or 
research study to share with visitors. The 
Club ran for twelve weeks and built up 
the confidence, agency and connections 
between the members as well as having a 
huge impact on our inclusive practice and 
shaping how we plan to run activities in the 
new exhibition theatre space. 

One participant, Fiona, told us: “Being part 
of the Curiosity Club gives me a deep sense 
of wellbeing and fulfilment which carries 
me through the week and is topped up at 
the next session. It enables me to use my 
brain in a way that I haven’t been able to 
for many years. I have a debilitating health 
condition and it is sheer joy that I can 
function again at this level and learn again. 
Also, after decades of believing that I knew 
next to nothing about science and was not 
interested in it, I can confidently say that I 
want to delve deeper!”

Curiosity Club 

A group from disability charity WECIL 
formed our new Curiosity Club, exploring 
how to turn questions that they are 
interested in into an experiment or 
research study to share with visitors. The 
Club ran for twelve weeks and built up 
the confidence, agency and connections 
between the members as well as having a 
huge impact on our inclusive practice and 
shaping how we plan to run activities in the 
new exhibition theatre space.  

One participant, Fiona, told us: “Being part 
of the Curiosity Club gives me a deep sense 
of wellbeing and fulfilment which carries 
me through the week and is topped up at 
the next session. It enables me to use my 
brain in a way that I haven’t been able to 
for many years. I have a debilitating health 
condition and it is sheer joy that I can 
function again at this level and learn again. 
Also, after decades of believing that I knew 
next to nothing about science and was not 
interested in it, I can confidently say that I 
want to delve deeper!” 

Fiona,  
WECIL

Being part of the 
Curiosity Club gives 
me a deep sense 
of wellbeing and 
fulfilment which 
carries me through 
the week...



20 2155This year over 55,000 visitors were 
welcomed for free through supported 
family visits, funded school visits, 
refugee offers, free weekends for 
Bristol’s six most deprived wards, youth 
festival passes and more. 
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MANIFESTO PLEDGE THREE :  
Open-Source 
Science
Science is living, messy and creative. By becoming a space 
where everyone can get involved in authentic research, 
we will amplify the voices of others and give them the 
opportunity to have their say in the future of research.

Image credit: Dougie Allward
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How our toddlers shaped the future  
of research 

Our new exhibition, Project What If, will 
host an Open City Lab, where visitors 
can influence the course of cutting-edge 
research in action. This year we started 
running pilots, covering research on child 
psychology to zebra fish in space! 

We spoke with Dr Rebecca Pearson, 
Lecturer in Psychiatric Epidemiology, 
University of Bristol about her and her 
colleagues’ experience of inviting We The 
Curious parent and toddler visitors to shape 
the research design stage of their work.

“Working with We The Curious allowed 
us to speed up science. Instead of seeing 
one participant per week, during our pilot 
we were sending out our new wearable 
technology every minute! This meant 
a fast-paced learning curve, driving the 
direction of our research and sparking 
new ideas, directions, and deeper insight 
into the current and future opportunities.

We plan to extend our current work with 
mothers and babies to older children and 
understanding of group behaviour – and 
have successfully secured funding to do so. 
We are also planning to get visitors from 
We The Curious to join in crowd-coding 
research of mother and child behaviour.

This innovative approach will challenge 
some longstanding assumptions in 
psychology, such as whether children 
as young as 5-years old can accurately 
detect babies’ emotion and parental 
warmth. We are very excited and inspired 
to integrate our research into the 
community in this way.”

Working with 
We The Curious 
allowed us to 
speed up science. 
Instead of seeing 
one participant 
per week, during 
our pilot we were 
sending out our 
new wearable 
technology every 
minute! 
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15  
million 

15 million YouTube views for our first ever virtual 
reality video! We partnered with astrophysicists 
from the University of Exeter to create an 
exploration of six real planets outside of our 
solar system. It won the European Lovie Award 
for Best Internet Video and has been recreated in 
other languages!
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MANIFESTO PLEDGE FOUR :  
Striving for 
Sustainable 
Futures
Protecting our planet is one of the greatest challenges 
of our time. Science centres have a vital role to play to 
explore, implement and share the solutions of tomorrow.

We’re proud to be the global science centre lead for 
sustainable practice but we need to do a lot more. We 
aim to engage people and powerful organisations in 
changing their environmental impact.
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Sharing sustainability practice globally 

In the last year we’ve collaborated on a 
local and global scale while constantly 
looking to improve our own practice. In 
2017, 350 science communicators and 
museum staff from across the world came 
to learn about our sustainable practice and 
how they could replicate it.  

“We The Curious has been a true ally in the 
quest to engage the public and encourage 
action. Their venue and leadership 
provided the intellectual context for 
great discussions among science museum 
professionals this year. We the Curious is 
leading the museum world into a more 
relevant and sustainable future.”

Patricia Reiter,  
Sustainability Solutions Initiatives,  
Arizona State University.

“To mark the tenth anniversary of Bristol 
Green Capital Partnership, over 200 
people joined us at We The Curious to 
celebrate the significant achievements of 
the cities’ environmental sustainability 
community over the last ten years. We are 
hugely appreciative of We The Curious’ 
contribution to the Partnership and look 
forward to working with them over the 
next ten years!” 
 
Vicki Woolley,  
Bristol Green Capital Partnership

We the Curious 
is leading the 
museum world into 
a more relevant 
and sustainable 
future.
Patricia Reiter,  
academic partner



MANIFESTO PLEDGE FIVE :  
Building 
Resilience
As a charity, we must ensure we play our part in building 
the resilience of our communities and our city.

Unlike many museums and arts organisations, science 
centres like We The Curious are rarely awarded 
government funding and our ticket income doesn’t cover 
even half of the costs of a visitor’s experience. 

Instead, we rely on different funding sources to ensure 
that we can continue to empower everyone to keep 
asking questions and have a voice in shaping our 
collective futures.

Image credit: Paul Blakemore
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Inspiring 
curiosity is a 
great objective 
because it’s 
the driver for 
creativity, life-
long learning 
and ambition.

– Marvin Rees, Mayor of Bristol

£150,000 
from the John 
James Bristol 
Foundation

Project What If costs to date: £26,000

These figures are rounded to the nearest thousand and are based on the unaudited 
accounts available to us at time of print. Our full accounts are publicly available on the 
Charity Commission website under our number 1049954.

£3,000,000 from 
the Inspiring 
Science Fund

Project What If fundraising campaign 
(target £4.3m)

34

£66,000 in 
individual 
donations 

2%

5%

93%



Tickets, membership 
and school trips

Rentals, car park 
and other trading

Venue hire

Shop, café and ice rink

Fundraising for 
non-Project What 
If costs

* Figures exclude Project What If costs.

12%

34%

5%

10%

39%

3736

Fundraising Education, live 
science and 
community  
Big Screen

Exhibition and 
heritage buildings 
depreciation

Public spaces 
and security

Shop, café 
and ice rink

Venue hire

Expenditure
£6,327,000

9%

11%

46%
16%

16%

Income
£6,069,000

2%
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Thank you
As a charity we couldn’t exist without the generosity, 
energy, and commitment from our community. So, 
whether you’re a volunteer, funder, loyal member, 
community partner or one of our inspiring visitors, 
thank you.

Image credit: Lisa Whiting
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Your support 

Your support has meant more people than 
ever before have questioned the world 
around them and discovered what they 
are truly capable of. Your impact is nicely 
summed by Tia, who came to see us on her 
funded school trip:

“I found out that there’s still lots more epic 
stuff that scientists don’t yet know and 
need to find out. I hope I can be a space 
scientist and help explore with them. I will 
remember my trip all my life!”

A huge thank you to our 2017-18  
partners and sponsors:

Bart Spices, Bee Bristol, Blackstar 
Solutions, Bristol City Council, Bristol 
Energy, ClairCity, Denman Charitable 
Trust, Department for Business, Energy 
and Industrial Strategy, Destination Bristol, 
Doves Farm, Elior, GoVirtually, Gravitywell, 
Incredible Edible, Institute of Civil 
Engineering, Institute of Engineering and 
Technology, Institute of Physics Publishing, 
John James Bristol Foundation, Kossmann.
DeJong, Pukka Herbs, Shipton Mill, Smith 
and Milton, SPHERE?, University of Bath, 
University of Bristol, University College 
London, University of Exeter, University 
of the West of England, Wellcome Trust, 
Wonderland Communications, 375 and our 
fantastic anonymous donors.

41
Image credit: Paul Blakemore

Thank you to our volunteers

We would also like to thank the 150 
volunteers who contributed over 6000 
hours of their time each year as well as their 
invaluable skills and expertise. It is an honour 
and inspiration to work with you all and we 
are a much richer organisation with all your 
energy, skills, and experiences. This year, the 
wonderful Mabby Alam created a video for 
Volunteers Week highlighting some of our 
volunteer heroes at We The Curious.

https://www.facebook.com/wethecurious/videos/2433516910034017
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Future Plans
The year ahead sees the We The Curious manifesto 
coming to life through collaborative projects that bring 
in new voices. The next year is all about becoming a more 
relevant and proactive cultural resource for the city.

As part of this, we’ll be developing our major new 
exhibition, Project What If, based on the questions of 
people from Bristol and beyond. We’re working with the 
people whose questions have inspired new exhibits, and 
prototyping with our visitors, youth panel and community 
groups. Watch this space!

Other highlights for 2018/2019 include:

|  Eight Open City Lab pilots – working with local university 
researchers as they invite visitors to shape their ground-
breaking research in action. 

|  Make Space – artists and groups of children and adults 
from around Bristol working together to design an exhibit 
that explores a question that excites them. Their exhibits 
will be a key part of our new exhibition. Our community 
partners this year are Knowle West Media Centre and 
Southmead Development Trust.

|  Our first sustainability change campaign – looking at the 
public use and attitudes towards palm oil, in partnership 
with Bristol Zoological Society.

Image credit: Lisa Whiting
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