
 
 

Location 
First floor, Curiosity zone exhibition  
 
 

In a nutshell 
Use our hoops and soapy bubble mix to create huge bubbles. 
 

 
What to do 
Dip the ring into the bubble mix then lift it up through the air. Lift it high and walk backwards to create bigger bubbles or try to 
create a bubble around someone. 
 

 
Time Required 
KS1 & KS2 2-3 minutes per student. 
 
 

What’s happening? 
For water to form a bubble, water molecules need to stretch around a puff of air. But plain water is not very good at stretching - and 
bubble-making - because its molecules are highly attracted to each other and tend to stick together. This quality known as 
cohesion, explains why water beads up on a newly waxed car.  Water becomes less sticky when you add soap, which is why the 
soap-water mixture can stretch out to make giant bubbles. 
The bubble skin is very stretchy; you can blow into it and make a large bubble. If you stop blowing into it, the bubble will return to a 
flat shape. If you turn the wand, the bubble will seal up, it is trying to use the least stretch to cover the air inside. The shape that 
does that best is a sphere. 
 
 
 

Curriculum links 

KS1/2 Science - Everyday materials  
 (Yr 1) distinguish between an object and the material from which it is made 
 (Yr 1) identify and name a variety of everyday materials, including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, and rock 
 (Yr 1) describe the simple physical properties of a variety of everyday materials 

English - Spoken language 

 use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring 
ideas 

 give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing 
feelings 

English - Reading – comprehension 
 (Yr1) discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 
 (Yr2) discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary 

 
 
 

Relates to:  
 

 

Workshops & Theme Days Shows Trails Other exhibits 

 Light and Shadow (KS2) 

 Light Fantastic (KS2) 

 Splash & Bubble  
(KS1 & KS2 lower) 

 

 Racing bubbles 

 Rainbow soap film 

 Bubble trouble 


