
Location 
Ground floor, All About Us exhibition 

 

In a nutshell 
What happens in the womb? These models show how in just 12 
weeks a single cell becomes a foetus with all its major organs 
defined. 

 

What to do 
Each month of pregnancy has a model embryo or foetus that students can examine. The older foetuses can be lifted out to feel 
average weights. The illustrations behind the models show how the mother’s body must also make changes to create space for 
the growing baby. 

 

Time Required 
KS1 & KS2 2    minutes per student. 

 

What’s happening? 
All humans start life as a tiny fertilised egg. In just nine months that egg develops into a bouncing baby. In the womb, or uterus, 
babies grow at a faster rate than they ever will again. After 12 weeks all the major organs are in place and starting to work. The 
mother’s body must provide the baby with everything it needs. That means plenty of nourishment and enough room to grow. During 
pregnancy the mother's organs shift to accommodate the growing baby. By nine months the mother's body is full to the brim and 
her organs will be working hard to meet the demands of two bodies rather than one. 

 
 

Curriculum links 

KS1/2 Science - Animals, including humans  
 (Yr2) notice that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into adults 
 (Yr5) describe the changes as humans develop to old age 

English - Spoken language 

 listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
 ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 
 give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing 

feelings 
 maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and 

responding to comments 
Mathematics - Number – number and place value 

 (Yr1) count, read and write numbers to 100 in numerals; count in multiples of twos, fives and tens 
 (Yr1) read and write numbers from 1 to 20 in numerals and words 
 (Yr2) read and write numbers to at least 100 in numerals and in words 
 (Yr3) compare and order numbers up to 1000 
 (Yr3) identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations 
 (Yr3) read and write numbers up to 1000 in numerals and in word 
 (Yr4) order and compare numbers beyond 1000 

Mathematics - Measurement 
 (Yr1)  compare, describe and solve practical problems for: lengths and heights [for example, long/short, 

longer/shorter, tall/short, double/half]  mass/weight [for example, heavy/light, heavier than, lighter than] 

 (Yr1)  recognise and use language relating to dates, including days of the week, weeks, months and years 

 
Relates to: 

  

Workshops & Theme Days Shows Trails Other exhibits 

 

 Body basics (KS1) 

 Digest this! (KS2) 

 Brain and body theme day  
(KS1 & KS2 lower) 
 

 How my body works (KS2)  

 Boy or girl?  

 How to build a human 

 Inside a womb 

 Visible human project 


