
Location 
Ground floor, All About Us exhibition 
 

In a nutshell 
The physical, mental and behavioural traits of modern humans 
are the result of millions of years of evolution. This exhibit 
displays how humans have evolved over the last 4 million 
years.  
 
 

What to do 
Students can investigate how humans have evolved over the last 4 million years by viewing model skulls, femurs and tools. 
There is also an activity sheet available to interact with this exhibit.   
 
 

Time Required 
KS3 & KS4 4-5 minutes per student. 
 
 

What’s happening? 
Anthropologists gather evidence about our past to form theories about how and where humans evolved.   
Among scientists there is a general agreement that modern humans evolved in East Africa around 200 000 years ago and spread 
out to populate the world.   
This theory has been formed over many years of studying fossils and more recently, analysing the DNA of modern populations.   
Fossils like these are very rare and often incomplete. The composition, shape and size of the fossil also any objects found nearby, 
provide clues about the lifestyle and behaviour. The blue on the skeletons in this exhibit show which bones were missing when 
these fossils were found. 
 
 

Curriculum links 

KS3 Science - Genetics and evolution 

 the variation between species and between individuals of the same species means some organisms compete 
more successfully, which can drive natural selection 

 changes in the environment may leave individuals within a species, and some entire species, less well adapted 
to compete successfully and reproduce, which in turn may lead to extinction 

English - Reading 

 learning new vocabulary, relating it explicitly to known vocabulary and understanding it with the help of context 
and dictionaries 

Mathematics - Number 

 understand and use place value for decimals, measures and integers of any size 
 use standard units of mass, length, time, money and other measures, including with decimal quantities 

KS4 Science - Evolution, inheritance and variation 

 the process of natural selection leading to evolution 
 the evidence for evolution 

Mathematics - Measures and accuracy  

 use standard units of mass, length, time, money and other measures (including standard compound measures) 
using decimal quantities where appropriate 

 

Relates to:  
 

Workshops & Theme Days Shows Trails Other exhibits 

 Fossils and evolution (KS3 & KS4) 

 Brain Lab (KS3 & KS4) 

 How my body works  
(KS3) 

 

 
 Visible human project 

 Mutation station 


